
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 12, 2020 

Gov. Wolf, Sec. of Health Outline COVID-19 Mitigation Guidance for 
Montgomery County, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Governor and Secretary of Health Take Aggressive Action to Stop Spread 

Harrisburg, PA – Governor Tom Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine this 
afternoon provided an update on the state’s COVID-19 mitigation efforts, including one 
new presumptive positive case in Pike County, bringing the state’s total to 22, and 
guidance on how to reduce the spread of the virus. 

“In Montgomery County, we are aggressively moving to a mitigation phase, and 
statewide we are providing guidance to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus,” 
said Gov. Wolf.  

The governor provided applicable guidance to reduce the spread of the virus in the state 
over the next 14 days, specifically for commonwealth facilities and public buildings in 
Montgomery County, which with 13 cases has the most presumptive positive cases in 
the state. 

Guidance for Montgomery County and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Applicability 

• The following guidance will be in place starting tomorrow, March 13, for fourteen days. 
• We will evaluate our options throughout that period, and continue to communicate to you 

as we learn more. 

Montgomery County 

• A no visitor policy will be implemented for correctional facilities, nursing homes, and 
others to be evaluated. 

• Schools in Montgomery County will be closed starting tomorrow, as will child care 
centers licensed by the Commonwealth. 

• Adult day care centers will be closed.  
• Freedom of travel will remain, but the Governor and the Commonwealth ask all people to 

refrain from non-essential travel. 



• Essential services will be available: police, fire, and emergency medical services, 
essential services for vulnerable populations. 

• Supermarkets, pharmacies, and gas stations will remain open. The Governor and the 
Commonwealth recommends that non-essential retail facilities close. 

• AMTRAK will begin operating a reduced schedule and the Ardmore stop will close to 
AMTRAK trains for two weeks, beginning tomorrow. The Wolf Administration is also 
working directly with SEPTA to evaluate potential impacts and will continue to provide 
service updates as things evolve.  

Commonwealth Employees 

• The Office of Administration will provide a message to all Commonwealth employees 
regarding those who work or live in Montgomery County. 

• This includes individuals who live in Montgomery County and work in other counties and 
those who live in other counties and work in Montgomery County. 

• Individuals will be instructed to work from home.   
• The Commonwealth is authorizing a 10 workday paid absence for individuals who don’t 

have telework capabilities.  
• Facilities that are in Montgomery County that are Commonwealth facilities and provide 

essential services will remain open. 
• Facilities that are administered by Montgomery County will follow the same procedures 

as the county. 

Statewide  

• The Wolf Administration strongly encourages the suspension of large gatherings, events, 
conferences of 250 individuals or more. 

• The Wolf Administration discourages individuals from traveling to recreational activities 
like gyms, movie theaters and shopping malls. 

• The Wolf Administration encourages religious leaders to exercise discretion in order to 
mitigate the spread of illness.  

State correctional facilities and veterans homes have already introduced a statewide 
visitor ban to ensure the safety of inmates, residents, staff and visitors. 

COVID-19 Case Information Update  

The Department of Health advised that the state now has 22 presumptive positive cases 
of COVID-19, including one new presumptive positive case in Pike County – an adult 
who is in isolation at home and who came in contact with someone from another state 
who tested positive for COVID-19. 

State presumptive positive totals as of 2 p.m. include: 

Montgomery County: 13 

Bucks County: 2 

Philadelphia County: 1 

Monroe County: 2 



Delaware County: 1 

Wayne County: 1  
Northampton: 1 

Pike County: 1 

The Department of Health stressed the role Pennsylvanians play in helping to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19: 

• Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer if 
soap and water are not available. 

• Cover any coughs or sneezes with your elbow, not your hands. 
• Clean surfaces frequently.  
• If you are sick, stay home until you are feeling better. 

Quotes from Governor Tom Wolf and Secretary Rachel Levine 

“I strongly encourage the statewide suspension of large gatherings, events, conferences 
of 250 individuals or more and discourage people from traveling to recreational activities 
such as gyms, movie theaters and shopping malls,” Gov. Wolf said. “And while people 
are free to travel, I ask that everyone refrain from non-essential travel. We all need to do 
our part to help stop the spread of the coronavirus. The time to do this is now. We 
cannot wait.” 

“Essential services in Montgomery County – police, fire, and emergency medical 
services, public transportation, essential services for vulnerable populations such as our 
facilities for people with intellectual disabilities and autism – will still be operational,” 
Gov. Wolf said. “Supermarkets, pharmacies, and gas stations will remain open, but we 
do recommend that non-essential retail facilities close.” 

“This situation is quickly evolving, even for us here at the Department of Health,” Dr. 
Levine said. “It can be overwhelming and scary to hear that you should stay home. 
Aside from practicing good health habits, we want you to practice good self-care to 
ensure your body is getting the proper nutrients from fruits, vegetables and getting 
enough sleep.”  

“As this situation evolves, we will continually update Pennsylvanians through our 
website, health.pa.gov, our Facebook page and our Twitter account,” Dr. Levine said. 
“It’s important to remember that the most accurate and timely information regarding this 
outbreak is available through the Department of Health.” 

Updated Coronavirus Links: Press Releases, State Lab Photos, Graphics 

For the daily COVID-19 Report, visit here. 
 

For all press releases regarding coronavirus, please visit here.  

Find the latest information on the coronavirus here. 
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Photos of the state’s lab in Exton are available for download and use here. 

Coronavirus and preparedness graphics are available here near the bottom of the page: 
On.pa.gov/coronavirus 

MEDIA CONTACTS: Lyndsay Kensinger, 717-783-1116 

                                   Nate Wardle, Health, 717-787-1783 or ra-dhpressoffice@pa.gov  

  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTOo7soObugTvvTkmELbPhS-2BDY0I-2FOHCAozXFcpsdf16bxGrVh-2Bp-2FTmsJK6Ul9ftYNP70RXKqRydn5qQuGcKFxCbxwa9iXWuwPn-2FkEu9R2acm-2FR9xBsDJ8b3vasOSD8eNmhxjvn4qlyzywnH1PCjsAblZA1n0ya3n2OX2F9J74WgxQOJJCdotQG6c-2FFGOMdZcfDTVcaOprfTJP5z-2BI86HPHVvwCDCSWm-2BW141UaMV6PESqK68dzYmCY5IX12dGfvV2itV0BYG6lR-2FeAfGmWVr5-2FCBicPbJOAD6VVFbSEXsa-2FC2AHiWIwIGNt5gfJF70tUCCPSdfAnsDU-2B6YD5Hk0RlHLxP1mqUIafo4PPBHSSHZfqLJa9YXqtVJnTRNwTcl3oCgq-2BIocW-2FQBKzi-2FZh5yGtyt70vRVvVVMJgpVfMLMQw9M-2Fr9oh-2BcsRlsUfVBNX81Fw-2BNBMpRb-2FWv7hWF8nKiZfc11yqIR19tgrFRqaFhLZYN26UDXlQ5WekAuamHzr-2B-2FJrGSecXShY2drZGZ64Xter-2BkYrlu3rPrN50qrFkcMO6PWKgTEZLB2ykThJQCCS-2BPcAL0kJua0cU8cXeDTqoq6kd5JNp9rstrQpG1K3bMeLaKPhAuVnHdyGWvHrU0eIGo2n7t7jm9-2FO6s4XMpHxa7MP-2B3t6ako-2FekfxlE2MDduFxQh9-2Bu8suOa-2B8-2BZ9ysDIzXzWtMgsqa8ykG0OVU0sMznuaNufVp1ceYQAtF-2FA6BKBA1bk3KPa-2FBBeKP83Rv5IUZZsOmG-2BWzZktNI2TLtK-2B2FYZTFXshYXyoywWg6jCRgKuzGRYJTgaW4oMK5m2AawRzfm3-2B50vtkmwbDj2L6aezPJ7YT67yWCYVzuemfoVo1lrJ-2FjE2Kj2KM-2Fcp5Em6SmtIAAVJthwVMbvYboIkrA8pogXdAfdIchJP4PnjitiQop5dnqimyCcvM7wijIFJl97tevEiB8TPNcJsuppyG0-2BegyI08A-2BimjFBu8Bs-2Bz-2BHPfTt9Qj3Br7N5zEE1oDJCkxK-2F5kmZEz5hdzfh9kzjkPZ5w8BdLJY5PU3wZrMo63Q-2B7scUz-2FJxxtcMordb7ws4iLDHCr-2FYnHrh3e0iJzcKq51iBi-2Fj3otIbIieQI2VyNgQmWwQYVihneigSosTTvcVxCTyNExE9D1GPQuxyYVJRDWySfcCFm-2BY5-2FoOcQjNfK1IADm3-2FLM9KzPN84sBkU3VFadpgnYmCGU9i-2FhqSnQgFKUsFBT2UIAv-2Fcqqo34p0bzbsgdF-2BfrVLH4SXxMH4hfPXq3nvUWI2HRuOgH8IpWb-2BEeIj6-2B-2FFzKrWvR0DwEIoISo-2FccPiA7J00ednVV2kdy55ZmF6K4Kh-2FoPIFNyrWhh1d3-2Fs9VvIQLb7P0xqXjCvMl4107aRHrR1PN2gGBxf3IqM5fahuh6fo0RfxDHkPeMT0GQmW59Um62kEoTWRpS1VxhkYQ03QnS-2FJM-2BUMtgdcWycCTFFDRnS5-2BwbxVOZag0-2BnZMDByvVAxciqJYpglsAnYhuRC-2Bu7YTr4l-2BUCtsg721VqW3PYkz6zjsR6pw-2FE-2Fm8wU36fEqcpw8ZLl37msjHnVWMLXWpLMf-2F4zj4bp3um2mOx-2FIEaQJuB1aYrwVNy0ZdxDlg4g6rIraH3ajrMF6W-2FaK1AmenLyhoKOft5Dw0sgaAimKAXx-2BFjTssRIzFyOk5C6mEdZrFJHJ5BIi-2FkzPnbhQAF1tRjBYf77o8uE3MQJ50qOZfigfJhdppP8jLlSRDGy06rhkUBfvI3vJVkwQymvlCmr
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTOo7soObugTvvTkmELbPhS-2BDY0I-2FOHCAozXFcpsdf16bxGrVh-2Bp-2FTmsJK6Ul9ftYNP70RXKqRydn5qQuGcKFxCbxwa9iXWuwPn-2FkEu9R2acm-2FR9xBsDJ8b3vasOSD8eNmhxjvn4qlyzywnH1PCjsAblZA1n0ya3n2OX2F9J74WgxQOJJCdotQG6c-2FFGOMdZcfDTVcaOprfTJP5z-2BI86HPHVvwCDCSWm-2BW141UaMV6PESqK68dzYmCY5IX12dGfvV2itV0BYG6lR-2FeAfGmWVr5-2FCBicPbJOAD6VVFbSEXsa-2FC2AHiWIwIGNt5gfJF70tUCCPSdfAnsDU-2B6YD5Hk0RlFjuewczQ0eMJodsn-2FgAqrIwwQjrNZlSbr-2B-2FEFMKwKKHrVLXaSx-2BzgTHVUkc9u-2F9rL3UBmO-2BSq2yPDkvWul6odpl2h3tEsXfmp2DmvAuU423GakRVMCDpuXTIpvPqzxDFT5z4sLOLa5cxLr-2F32PbwLoCNEtCLm650PSJlW7kRntt-2FGO-2FJ7uRpJhudYBBJGhrLuwPDhd4kwgR-2FV-2BLtOF3Y96aMQrF9YFGe4Z77hRFo4d0ftGfV6afeWuvlOVM5ExvDio5JjCwS4Ov10X4n44pjcpnd46wwvFimhrlhnexUypJjvTzSybPy3pUvLMLqOWA-2B-2BQnmIF-2FmgZyy9Ye49TiD20f7nj6TqM4DW9rUhCi-2BRGNdBoSZuXaiKubkf0Zzm-2Bce1rPqPfx2q1Q6MbXxx9dHGjDYd8hwcp2XesNytQwTCRnhsWP1me3qYRCJu0rLJwy7-2FkngqE3PtLMZtzGAsSGy-2BXEpXQDEEmwoutWxoEwgF-2BhUxR23yFP4F9xoNa1Ix4br2kot4lCKszaQTCIqm6JnXBAWoiwRcWBPM0zJgH7HKG00ipnuhDgTqw2b2-2FA-2FJ1BmiYgilU4pPXqlonkJeS4MYcP8P4UvwaCQgYDmS9FXN0s2Ti1Fd7vFtpfV9SBPZKEuEGgksv-2Fr3Ybjq3amIaGpCtnGf0N7iN-2BnYmXiCURbkDHMxOZp6bFrNCVWtDdQe9hGwuczWMk2NSEWkPBGcLZgndGM42729Mk04unGkgXtQfsrRCXlRqiAyxGrojaH1oWCs1VldPNjIqogxEBaNKzC86yzqw3q3VmaI11pym-2FMU7YaFmTYwsgUO4Q-2FaDnCvEajCVx1WtH7JlSafgzjN-2B-2FH1etpbUIppQrwcS8ywa2gRJyO-2BDO8SPUtvlVvsAVqkuhqEgUfNRuwDZ7tiG9ypFkTdIBeW8CJy7e6PJqY-2BK-2Fm9hZM17xz-2FW5FiC4LPYRQ-2FrwCUC5KXv1YW2hqjmVxclfGc-2BSW8W3-2Fv5SCesanUQQfPHPfQekiegcq310fR-2Frow7JebBY9oxSZ59qUDXGck02CuAxOXvJtmcq-2F34LeYnb-2B-2FHK1dLRSiBIAD-2FVBRg2g9WLM-2BJoj8gCGObSYDJplP8LLQBAZReK0VAxhrkyzgh4-2B9wyDanBg-2BlFZ4P1fIDLk1k3PZVjWyBItXnYK5C-2BXSVTDOln-2Fn1OzKrUA8uyzcJQ85S-2BRgOG03YODMP8TldaL-2FqLaFah2gp8MLa8v5yVLk40fXdK8G6hV7aAuMw-2Bxebs6PHAptc4ohiAJbfXMQbT2Bi5rw-2F6dTJzpx-2FR1KyTJT-2B7s3PbJHIApVx4LgJwx-2FwF0GkrZZcHjBG1Hbf8TmGEncf8X78htJOYL1KBmg9T5rCIGqmy24TER3lDai7Jr5o9Wz-2BrALF-2BNKjkOWlSVXCAl80NeMvqPcAYvv-2FgL4zwVkeesnXLwIro-2F
mailto:ra-dhpressoffice@pa.gov

